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Homans, vr., 3-5.

1.

BAPTISM IS A SYMBOL. ,iVHAT IS A SYl\IBOL~

,,~~ symbol is something that (not being a portrait)
stands for something else and serves either to represent
it or to bring to mind one or more of its qualities; espec
ially) something to be used to represent or suggest that
which is not capable of portraiture, as an idea, a quality,
state, or action; as, the oak is a symbol of strength, the
sword of slaughter, white of purity".

Carlyle says: "In a symbol there is concealment and
yet revelation: here, therefore, by silence and by speech
acting together comes a double significance. And if both
the speech itself be high and the silence fit and noble, how
expressive will their union be" !

For it is here that fantasy with her mystic wonderland
plays into the small prose domain of sense and becomes
incorporated therewith. In the symbol proper, what we
can call a symbol, there is ever, more or less distinctly
and directly, some embodiment and revelation of the in
finite; the infinite is made to blend itself with the finite,
to stand visible and as it were attainable there. Man
everywhere finds himself encompassed with symbols,
recognized or not recognized; the universe is but one vast
symbol of God; nay, if thou wilt have it, what is man him
self but a symbol of God: is not all that he does symbol
ical; a revelation to sense of the mystic God-given force
that is in him?

Baptism is very significant as a symbol; at once com
prehensive in its meaning and definite in its suggestive-
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ness. It sets forth individual truths, and combines these
into a unity that is complete while setting forth individ
ual ideas with great distinctness. It fills out in wonderful
measure the unity in diversity we delight to find in every
department of study and life. It represents in outward
form the deepest, most controlling movements of the soul
and the loftiest objects of human thought, "God, freedom
and immortality".

The truths it bodies forth in the realm" of sense at
war with soul" are so infinite that it is difficult in a brief
space to so present them as to make them clear in a popu
lar address.

Let me, therefore. avail myself of illustrations from
our present situation and from common life.

II.

WHAT DOES BAPTISM MEAN ~

Here in Toronto, in this audience, are men wearing
what we call the King's uniform. Things being as they
are we are glad it is so and yet we say, Alas! that it must
be so! Now suppose one unacquainted with the meaning
of Empire and of the dread arbitrament of war that is
upon us should ask us, ""Vhy this special kind of cloth
ing"7 "vVho are these in khaki and whence came they,
and whither do they go 7"

'We say perhaps, "Sir, thou knowest". But if we an
swer we say, "These are they who are in the great tribu
lation; they are just entering into it to wash out in blood,
it may be, the dark stain of slavery and oppression, to
make sure that 'government of the people, by the people
and for the people shall not perish from the earth' and
to prepare the world for the reign of the Conqueror from
Edom, who shall travel in the greatness of His strength,
who has trodden the wine-press alone and now treads it
again with His faithful warriors who fight His battles-
who has stained an His raiment and in whose blood all
the saved are to wash their robes and make them white."
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But to make the meaning clear we stand in Queen's
Park as 18,000 of these men pass the stand. vVe watch
eagerly as they march before us in the endless procession.
But while the war drum throbs suddenly your heart be
gins to throb with a strange power and quality; you won
tel' as it fairly pounds at the walls that contain it; you
fear the blood will break the vessels throug-h which it
courses so violently. Why?

"0, my friend". you say, "there comes my boy, a
piece of myself, more than myself, 'my boy', did I say V"
'I'hen you correct yourself. "He was my bay; but he is
mine no more. He is now a son of the Empire; he is a
soldier of the King-s-see he wean: a coat similar to what
the King wears. He is identified with the King. He is
not his own, he belongs to all the highest service of man
and of God in the domain of government. He is a Cana
dian soldier and so represents the courage that is the
heart of his country. He is an Imperial soldier devoted
to every land and clime where Britain's sons foregather.
He is a soldier and therefore a part of world government
without which the human race cannot exist. That is what
his uniform means, or a part of it."

"And he was your boyf " the man asks. 0 yes.
"And the tyrant King took him away f "

Oh no. The King did not force him. He went of his
own accord. Other bonds were broken that he might take
on the new service. I could not have kept him had I
tried. He became a "man and a man's work he must do".
There he is, sir, how nobly, gladly he marches. Actions
speak louder than words. His head is erect as if the sky
itself were bending low to speak to him. The steps are
free and stately as if the earth's attraction had been
broken. You see he is ready for toil. ready for sacrifice.
ready for duty in the supreme bond of allegience to his
King and country, cost what it may.

He belongs you say to his country, to his God, to
truth-and yet he is more yours than ever. And in his
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devotion to what you call the King, the Empire,-what
you never saw, nor ean see-s-the whole empire becomes
yours-he is not less but more yours.

And his name and so your' name is now On the Em
pire's roll and can never pass away. He has made yoa
'immortal already. That you say is a little part of the
meaning of the uniform you behold.

III.

Now let us apply this in part to baptism to see what
baptism means.

Your boy left you and your home and went to the
King's representative and asked to take the oath-and
to enter the army.

This oath goes down to the depths of the boy's being.
He knows what it means; his heart's best beats its strong
est as he puts out his hand to meet the King in the person
of the King's representative in solemn devotion of him
self to the King and the King's service. And the highest
motive of all, the religious motive, the revelation of God
in the boy's soul like that to Peter, comes into operation.
It is the Most Holy Place to your son.

Now in baptism the believer makes outwardly the
great confession. He has already united himself in the
affiance of faith in the surrender of will, to .Jesus Christ
and now he marches up to the baptistery with all delibera
tion to present his body. a living sacrifice, holy, accept
able to God, his reasonable service. His heart is no
longer his own. Christ has it to keep forever. But now
he brings his person, his body, the temple of his spirit,
and dedicates it to the God he loves, the Christ who is his.

It is his great confession indeed. He keeps back noth
ing. The giving up of the whole body in this surrender
is an act of will of the most definite and controlling kind.

The will is the supreme element of personality and in
being baptized the believer brings that will into the full-
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est exercise. He is not carried or driven or forced in any
way.

In his heart he has resolved" I will arise and go to my
father" and here he is and all his powers, all his earthly
temporal existence deliberately given to his God. Can
anything mean more than baptism as a surrender, a con
fession, an attesting of the man that God's will is to be
his will, even as the soldier makes his will one with the
King's will. 'We here learn what Willi; are for--

"Our wills are ours we know not how;
Our wills are ours to make them thine."

vVhy does he tnus come? It is his Lord's command
and at last, at long last, he has come to wish to do God's
will and not his own, and he vows obedience in this great
initial command as he enters On a lifelong, and age-long
obedience to his Lord. "If ye love me ye will keep my
commandments" says his Lora. And here the believer
stands like the would-be soldier, ready to obey even to
the death.

It is the supreme affirmation of his personality in the
supreme act of his will in giving his body, his person, as
his soul has already been given, to his Lord in obedience
to that Lord's command.

"Repent and bp, baptized everyone of you."

Baptism means profession of a life of obedience.
But it means more. It means the believer's obedience

and devotion to a particular Being. He is baptized into
the name of the Father, the Son and Holy Spirit.

As your recruit devoted himself by his oath to the
name of the Empire, its qualities, as revealed in history,
and its purposes in the present war, so the believer is
baptized into the name, with respect to the name, the be
ing, the power, the attributes Or qualities, the purposes
of God the Father, who is the sonrce of all, blessed for
ever, and of the Son, who is God manifest in the tlesh, and
of the Spirit, the executive of the Godhead.
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IV.

But baptism means not only the offering of the be
liever to God; it affirms God's acceptance of the offering.

When the would-be soldier goes to the station and
proffers his services and himself to his King, the King
is there in essence and by his representative accepts the
civilian and turns him into a soldier; the Kingls hand is
extended with the Wo I'd of God in the faith of which both
meet in solemn covenant. If the young man gives him
self to the King; the King no less gives himself and
pledges all his power to defend the young soldier who
henceforth wears the King's clothing, uses the King's
weapons, shares the glory of the King's victory. It is not
a one-sided transaction. The Empire is more than the
individual citizen and so it takes him up and clothes him
with its power.

So in baptism, when the believer goes out to confess
his Lord, his Lord meets him. When Jesus went to .T 01'

dan to be baptized of John, the Father was there and the
Spirit and when Jesus came up out of the water the voice
from heaven sounded out, "rrhis is my beloved son in
whom I am well pleased and 101 the heavens were opened
unto Him and He saw the Spirit of God descending upon
Him."

So when the believer goes out to meet his beloved it
is only a little way till he meets Him whom his soul Ioves.
The Trinity is at every baptism. "Go to the Jordon and
see the Trinity."

Indeed our confession of Christ though a real part of
the meaning of baptism seems to be eclipsed by our
Lord's confession of us as He puts on us His uniform,
puts His sword into our hands and says to all the uni
verse we are His to be defended with all His power.

We are indeed his warriors, feeble though our conflict
for Him be; hut He will certainly surround 'Us by the
hosts of angels and use His forces of nature to defend us
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from all evil. "Because thou hast made the Lord thy
refuge, the most high, thy habitation, there shall no evil
befall thee. Neither shall any plague come nigh thy dwell
ing. ]'01' He shall give His angels charge over thee to
keep thee in all thy ways."

Beloved, now are we the sons of God by divine birth
and gracious adoption and open acknowledgment and we
can almost hear Him say at every genuine baptism that
He is well pleased with us because now we are in Christ.
"Son be of good cheer. Daughter be of good comfort.
'I'hy faith hath saved thee. Go in peace."

There is no time to pause long enough to state the con
sequences of this surrender of the human will to the will
of God as symbolized in baptism.

,Ve see clearly, even in the maze in which we walk,
that behind all things is the personal God and that His
will is the power that works for righteousness. When our
will opposes His will confusion and trouble arise. We
turn everyone to his own way and death and destruction
come 'I'he conspicuous case is before us today. The Ger
man Kaiser sets up his will as the final law and force.
Moral considerations arising from any other source are
nothing. His will is the type and norm and directive
energy. Treaties are as useless as the decision of the
Hague Convention when these decisions are against
him. His will is the dock that is to keep time for the
world; all law has its seat in his hosom.

But there is another King established on God's holy
hill of Zion. He that sitteth there shall have in derision
the kings who oppose Him. He mus! reign till He hath
put all enemies under His feet. He must reign. It is His
nature to reign.

Broken against this will are armies and navies and
towering ambitions and efforts of evil men and unholy
angels.

"0 well for him whose will is strong:
He suffers. hut he will not suffer long."
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Now God's will is strong: it is omnipotent. When it
prevails holiness and love and human welfare reach the
highest.

As we surrender our wills to this higher, holier will, the
celestial and then the terrestrial order is restored. Bap
tism symbolizes this surrender. Let us make it real, every
day, every hour, every minute. There is a bit of the
Kaiser in us all. Let us remember that unless we repent
we shall all likewise perish.

v.
I have said that baptism symbolizes on the part of the

believer his confession of God---the triune God,-God the
Father, the Son and the Holy Ghost. As in the benedic
tion we come under the spell of the highest conceptions
of the relation of the Divine to the hnman,-the grace of
the Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the commun
ion of the Holy Ghost in prayer: so in this outward act
in the world of sense we appeal to all persons of the Trin
ity, even as this life in the spirit is to be continued
throughout life, as Jude writes: "But ye, beloved, build
ing yourselves on your most holy faith, praying in the
Holy Spirit, keep yourselves in the love of God, looking
for the mercy of OM' L01'd J eSU8 Christ unto eternal life. "

But baptism is set forth also as more specific in its
reference to Christ: Gal. III, 26-27, "For ye are all 130m;

of God, through faith in Christ .Jesus. For as many of
you as were baptized into Christ did put on Christ."

As the recruit when he puts on his uniform, so to
speak, puts on the King, wears this badge of his being a
servant of the King, so the believer by being baptized
wears the uniform of Christ, wears the badge of Christ's
ownership of him and his loving allegiance to his Lord.
It is not merely devotion to God that is symbolized. It is
devotion to God as manifested in ,]fSUS Christ. It is a
testimony to the believer's faith in the Incarnation of the
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Son of God, so that in obeying Christ's command he de
clares the committal of himself, body, soul and spirit to
Jesus Christ with the assurance that his committing of
himself to Christ is committal of himself to God.

There is in his act neither speech nor language and
yet his baptism says to aU beholders not only that he
yields himself a servant to God, but unreservedly to Jesus
Christ as Lord. It is not a gift of something belonging
to the believer; it is the giving up of his will, his body, his
all in such a solemn irrevocable dedication as can be given
only to the Divine-and the Divine within the compass
of his human grasp-the Incarnate Redeemer.

Here we reach the meaning of baptism as a testimony
to the Person of Christ and the central place of His great
reality in the realm of human experience and of the life
hidden with Christ in God.

In all the wars of the ages around this great doctrine
of our Lord's deity and humanity baptism has stood a
real embodiment in symbol of both and of their unity and
of our entering into the Rock of Ages of His deity
through the clefts of His humanity. And today it is
especially precious as witnessing with every administra
tion of the ordinance to the reality of the Historic Jesus,
of His Death and Resurrection-and so meeting the vag
aries of unbelief, that would separate Christ's teachings
from His person and explain by explaining away the
mighty power of God brought in its most definite form
and eternal energy into the compass of human thought
and experience.

Through every baptism we see Jesus again and seem
to hear Him sa)', "T have left you an example, and 'I am
corne that ye might have life and that ye might have it
more abundantly'-'No man cometh unto the Father
but by me.' "

"Neither doth any know the Father save the Son, and
he to whomsoever the Son willeth to reveal Him."
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VI.

41

But once again we come closer to our Lord Himself
in our answer to the question, ",Vhat does baptism
mean}'

Baptism not only confesses Christ but Christ in cer
tain relations to the believer.

"It symbolizes participation both in the death and the
resurrection of Christ." Rom. 6 :3-4. All we who were
baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into His death.
"We were buried therefore with Him through baptism
into death: that like as Christ was raised from the dead
through the glory of the Father, so we also might walk
in newness of life. For if we have become united with
him by the likeness of His death we shall be also by the
likeness of His resurrection knowing this that one old
man was crucified with Him, that the body of sin might
be done away, that so we should no longer be in bondage
to sin, for He that hath died is justified from sin."

So in Col. 2, 12, "Having been buried with Him in
baptism, wherein ye were also raised with Him through
faith in the working of God, who raised Him from the
dead."

His death was the real baptism of J esus. He was bap
tized in Jordan, but He said later to James and John,
Mark 10 :38. "Are ye able to he baptized with the bap
tism that I am baptized with 7" And Luke 12, 50, "I
have a baptism to be baptized with and how am I straight
ened till if be accomplished." His baptism was yet to
come. Only when His death and resurrection had taken
place could the meaning of baptism be fully seen.

Now as our typical recruit in taking the oath identifies
himself with the King in the present conflict and with the
conflict itself so the believer in being baptized identifies
himself with the Christ who suffered, whose suffering was
an overwhelming of sorrow. But, also, as our recruit in
identifying himself with the cause and conflict which we
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trust in God will issue in setting free the people now in
the ruthless grasp of a ruthless foe. identifies himself
with that day of victory and of glory so does the believer
unite himself in symbol in baptism to that Risen Victor
ious Lord, who has already reached the Father's Tight
hand and is seated. waiting for the coming of His own out
of the great tribulation into His own glory.

'I'he meaning of baptism here is so deep and infinite
that we can only suggest its outlines.

In his enlistment the recruit declares his faith not
only in the King and the Empire but in the righteousness,
the necessity and even the benevolences of this war to
which he joins himself. He says this conflict with all its
suffering is the only way in which the nation can be
saved-s-and that by waging this war the Empire with all
it is worth to humanity can be saved.

So in baptism the new soldier of Christ declares the
necessity of Ohrist's death, its righteousness and love
and that through His death the power of sin will be de
stroyed.

For this faith in Christ's death he has abundant war
rant in most Holy Scripture. Prophet and Apostle and
our Lord Himself are on record again and again to this
effect that He died for our sins. Isaiah 53, "He was
wounded for our transgressions; He was bruised for our
iniquities, the chastisement of our peace was npon Him
and with His stripes we are healed."

And Apostles say "Him who knew no sin He made to
be sin for us that we might be made the righteousness of
God in Him. "

"He suffered the just for the unjust that He might
bring us to God." "Ye are bought with a price. He bore
our sins in His own body on the tree."

I Peter 1 :18, 19. "Ye were redeemed with precious
blood as of a lamb withont blemish and without spot, even
the blood of Ohrist.' ,

And our Lord Himself declares, Matt. 20 :28, "The
Son of Man came, not to be ministered unto, but to min-
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ister and to give His life a ransom for many, (instead of
many) ".

John 10, 14-15, "I am the good shepherd; and [ know
mine own, and mine own know Me, even as the Father
knoweth Me and I know the Father ; and I lay down My
life for the sheep."

We see the meaning of Our Lord's death, then, "He
died for our sins." "He was delivered up for our of
fenses and raised for our justification". Rom 4 :25.

And we have seen that baptism symbolizes both the
death and the resurrection. 'I'he believer therefore de
clares by his immersion that he believes Christ's death
is the source of his saloaiion; and that Christ's resurrec
tion 1:8 the eternal quaramiee of his perfect redemption.

As the soldier renounces father and mother and all
the environment of his early life and gives himself in as
sured trust to the Empire he serves, so·does Christ's sol
dier quit the hopes he held before to trust the merits of
his risen Lord. Now risen with Christ he is to seek the
things that are above where Christ is, seated at the right
hand of God.

In our baptism we say to all beholders: "\¥ithout
controversy great is the mystery of godliness; He who
was manifested in the flesh justified in the spirit, seen of
angles, preached among the nations, believed on in the
world, received up in glory." 1 Tim, 3 :16.

Surely baptism thus set forth in the New Testament
makes Jesus real to us. The successive rays unite in one
bright light-the morning star.

How shall I illustrate my thought thus noted W

Perhaps in some home known to you there hangs a
boy's coat. The boy himself is gone. 'When eight years
old with all the charm of childhood and a premature un
folding of the man of whom you thought the boy was to
be the father, death caught him away. 'I'here hangs the
coat. How clearly you see the boy who wore it. There
are the sleeves through which his arms clung around your
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neck. There is the collar that made a setting for the head
out of which the keen eyes swept the horizon and read
you down to the red ripe of the heart. You remember the
day you bought it for him and the first time he put it on.
Vivid to you that day as to Mare Antony the day Caesar
first put on his mantle now fadeless.

The coat brings back the boy. Now this is a little like
what baptism does for us in relation to Jesus. There is
the burial, there is the resurrection. You behold and see
how the body was laid. There is no illusion about death.
Jesus is no phantom. He can die. He does die. He is
buried. "All is over and done"~ you say. There is silence
a brief space in the great eternity. Yes, all is done. It
is finished. The soul that sinneth shall die. Jesus has
taken OUt" sin and 11e dies. The last farthing has been
paid, 0 my soul. Yes, baptism shadows this forth. The
believer is buried in the water which hides him from the
all-seeing sun as the tomb hid our I .ord for a moment.
Then he rises as did his Lord. I see the coat. My mind
recalls the wearer of it. -Iosephs coat is brought back
to .Iacob, Sure enough, it is .Josephs coat, but all stained
with blood-"Joseph is dead" says Jacob. No, Joseph
is alive and Jacob goes and sees him before he dies. Our
.Iosephs coat, this garment of baptism. if the figure
could be allowed, is all stained wdh blood. Our Joseph
really died. But after all He too is alive and we shall see
Him before we die, for he that believes on Him shalt
never die.

Baptism makes Jesus real and so gives all relations
to Him solidity and strength and perpetuity.

VII.

What is the meaning of baptism as to our future life l
It has a meaning in regard to the belieuer's resurrection.

Our Lord says (Math. 22 :;)1,32) "As touching the
resurrection of the dead have ye not read that which was
spoken unto you by God. saying, "I am the God of Abra-
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llam, and the God of Isaac, and the God of J acobj God
is not the God of the dead, but of the living."

1he fact that lIe is our God assures the continwity of
our life.

But in Christ this truth is made clear and concrete.
, He unites himself with us in the incarnation. What hap

pens to us comes to Him. Death comes to us; death came
to Ohrist. But resurrection a180 came to Him; so it shall
come to us since He is God made one with us. In Him
for us "this mortal must put on immortality". "If we
have become united with Him by the likeness of His
death (in baptism) we shall be also by the likeness of His
resurrection. ' ,

Phil. 3 :20, 21. ., Our citizenship is in heaven; from
whence also we wait for a savior, the Lord Jesus Christ;
who shall fashion anew the body of our humiliation, that
it may be conformed to the body of His glory, according
to the working' whereby He is able even to subject all
things unto Himself."

Baptism in a word includes in symbol not only
Christ's death, but our crucifixion with Him, not only
His resurrection, but our resurrection with Him.

What a breaking of the tomb's power is here. When
Jesus enters the tomb it is a loathsome sepulchre. But
you can see the place changed by His presence into a
resting place until the day break. '''1e see a little of the
power of our own dead to break the tyranny of death.

When I saw the body of the late Dr. Theodore H.
Rand, formerly Chancellor of Mc'Master, and a member
of this church, lying in his old home in Canard under the
lofty Blomidon, his face became so noble, so beautiful,
filled with so much power that there issued from it no
longer the paralysis of death, but the power of life. He
seemed a Samson in his strength.

'l'here was a half terror still upon his form and feat
ures, but so toned and modified as to suggest the life that
never dies. Carlyle says: "In death too, in the death of
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the just, as the last perfection of a work of art, may we
not discern symbolic meaning I Tn that divinely trans
figured sleep, as of victory, resting over the beloved face
which now knows no more, read (if thou canst for tears)
the confluence of time with eternity. and some gleam of
the latter peering through".

But we see the ,f)lory of God in the face of Jesus Christ
even as lIe lies there in Joseph's tomb.

As Romeo goes to the vault where the supposed dead
Juliet lies and finds her beauty makes the vault a feast
ing presence chamber full of light, so the body of Jesus
with all the resurrection and the life for man in Him
glows and flashes with eternal life springing from it until
not only the grave has ceased to be but the whole earth
is filled with His presence and power and His voice is on
the rolling air: "I am the first and the last, and the liv
ing one; and I was dead and behold I am alive forever-
more and I have the keys of death and of Hades."

It is unto a Risen Christ we are baptized-into fellow
ship with His suffering, but into the power of His resur
rection--and His unending service.

Thus in this one act we profess our faith in Him. uiho
was; our love for Him who is; and our hope in Him 'I.dw
is to come.

As the attesting' soldier does indeed proclaim his
faith resting in part on the nation's record but especially
pledges his life and fortune and sacred honor to the ser
vice of his country in the great war, so the man baptized
declares his belief in the finished work of Christ on his
behalf. but he also proclaims his entrance into fellowship
with His risen Lord in the extension of His gospel to the
ends of the earth--' 'If so be that we suffer with Him that
we may be glorified together."

VIIr.
You will remember that in the beginning I spoke of

the symbol as a meeting place of the Infinite with the
Finite.
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We have now seen how trne this is of baptism in every
part of its significance.

We see the touch of two vast worlds is upon it-the
world of sense in which we are so closely involved and
the world of mind, of spirit in which our souls move, ill
which religion, especially Christianity, has its seat.

'I'here our baptism stands at the entrance of our defi
nite Christian life. As the Bed Sea closed behind the
Israelites who were fleeing Egyptian bondage and for
bade their return, so baptism by its burial marks the
close of the old life with its self-will, its gross environ
ment and its godless outlook

But baptism in its onward look binds us to our Leader
in all contingencies and gives us the open heavens, the
boundless sky, the delivered spirit. It is the everlasting
in time.

Tennyson speaks of God as one who

"Set the sphere of all the boundless heavens within
the human eye,

Sent the shadow of Himself, the boundless, through
the human soul.'

Baptism as, a symbol is somewhat similar. The re
generation of the sou] by the spirit of God, the repent
ance toward God and faith in the Lord Jesus Christ hav
ing been experienced all expression of the great change
intensifies and completes it. With the heart man believes
unto righteousness; with the mouth confession is made
unto salvation. Row shall I illustrate this emphasis bap
tiS'/11 gives to faith?

Here are two young persons who in the wilderness of
people have found each other out. It is, they say, all a
mystery. 'I'hey have spoken across the distance that sep
arated them; they speak again; confidence, esteem, love
have developed. 'I'hey are joined in mind, heart: ambi.
tion, interest.

What can marriage do for such persons? Can it unite
them in any stronger love? Can the saying of a few
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words over them and a few words by them make any real
difference in their relation to one another l Is it not all
a matter of heart and not at all of oeremony i

Some have tried to so view it and have acted upon
their view with results most tragical.

No, the pure love must express itself. "Not to tell
your love is to let it die." As soon as this union of hearts
takes place the desire to make it known and have it made
permanent springs up.

So they are found at the marriage altar. "The most
living words of life" are spoken. rrhey are pronounced
one. The names are signed, "Mute symbols of a joyful
morn". It is all so simple-can it make any difference
to any onet

Yes, Overhead
Begins the clash and clang that tells

'I'he joy to every wandering breeze;
The blind wall rocks, and on the trees

The dead leaf trembles to the bells. "

As they come out again into the world it is a new
world. It is all filled with love and serious joy and the
sense of new relations, responsibilities, beneath which the
soul trembles with a new delight.

The whole universe seems to adopt them as its own
and" the world is al! before them, where to choose".
"God's in His heaven all's right with the world" since
all is well with them.

The entire structure 0/ human society has endorsed
their love and become security for them. "It's all love
and all law" and now they truly begin to live. The cere
mony is simple; the meaning is infinite, fathomless yet
real.

Baptism is a little like that. Christ has found you-
He has spoken across the sea of separation in a wireless
message. Then you answered timidly. Then He spoke
again. At last you yield. You can hold out no more.
You cry with Mary, "Be it unto me according to thy
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word". Even so, come, Lord .Jesus. And He comes and
your heart is His.

Then you wish to make it all known, and you go down
with Him in symbol into the depths and rise with Him
to the highest mount.

You have surrendered the last bit of self-will resist
ance. You find the way He takes and you walk with Him.

You are buried. You go out of the world. You come
back into a world all new. "Behold He says I make all
things new." 'I'he heavens are washed clean and you too
are in white robes. Heaven answers your upward smile
and tells the glory of God. It is the bridal day of your
soul.

And you come up from the waters rejoicing, singing
in sweetest triumph,

"My beloved is mine
And I am His, His, His."
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